
BIO PROF. NAM PYO SUH 

Professor Nam Pyo Suh is the Cross-Professor Emeritus at MIT and was the 13th and 14th President of Koren Advanced Institute of Science and Technology. In 1984-1988, Dr. Suh was appointed by President Ronald Reagan, confirmed by the U.S. Senate, to be Assistant Director for Engineering of the National Science Foundation. 
Professor Suh has spent most of his teaching career at MIT. In 2016, MIT established the Nam Pyo Suh Professorship in Mechanical Engineering with a significant endowment provided by an alumnus, Mr. Hock Tan, CEO of Broadcom, Inc.
Professor Suh was Head of Mechanical Engineering for ten years as well as Founding Director of the Laboratory for Manufacturing and Productivity at MIT for eight years. Under his leadership, the Department of Mechanical Engineering transformed from a mechanical engineering department that had its disciplinary base in physics into a department that is based on physics, biology, information science, design, and materials. It was done to educate engineers who can deal with the critical issues of the 21st century. 
Professor Suh assumed the presidency of KAIST in 2006. During his tenure (2006-2013) at KAIST, the worldwide ranking of the university improved the most among all research universities in the world.  In 2016 and 2017, Reuter ranked KAIST as one of the top 10 world's most innovative universities, the only non-U.S. universities in the top 10 in 2016. He also increased the endowment by an order of magnitude during his tenure as well as building over 30 new buildings for research and teaching. He raised hundreds of millions (in the U.S. dollars) for the endowment and new physical facilities to achieve these goals. 
He received many awards, including the 2009 ASME Medal, the 2006 General Pierre Nicolau Award of CIRP, the 2008 Pony Chung Award, the 2008 Inchon Education Award, the 1997 Ho-Am Prize for Engineering, the 2001 Mensforth International Gold Medal of IEE (U.K.), the 2001 Hills Millennium Award from IED (U.K.), and the 1988 Distinguished Service Award with Gold Medal of NSF. 
He received ten honorary doctorate degrees from ten universities on four continents [U.S., Sweden, Israel, Australia, Portugal, Romania, Turkey, and the 11th from Korea in 2023]. He also received the Gold Medal of the Technical University of Denmark. His main publications are in the field of design, tribology, and manufacturing, including polymer processing. He is the creator of Axiomatic Design Theory, the Delamination Theory of Wear, On-Line Electric Vehicle, Mobile Harbor, etc. He holds over 100 patents on various technologies that he created, some of which have been commercialized. Many of his papers are some of the most highly cited publications in the world. 
He is a graduate of BB&N, MIT, and CMU. His education benefited from the extra-ordinary generosity of several people. Mr. Edwin H. B. Pratt, Headmaster of Browne and Nichols School, paid his freshman tuition at MIT without informing anyone. His employer, USM Corporation, entirely financed his Ph.D. education at CMU, including his full salary, tuition, and entire research cost. He is most grateful to Dr. Waler L. Abe of USM for his generosity and trust.
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